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Husband: JOSEPH SMIRES, SENIOR 


Born: c1773 

Married: 20 March 1796 Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth County, NJ! 
Died: 27 December1818 — Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth County, NJ 
Buried: 


Father: JOSEPH SMYARS (died 1819) 
Mother: 
Wife: NANCY THOMAS 


Born: 
Died: Before 1825 
Buried: 


Issue: Born: Where: 





1) JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR 1789/99 

2) ROBERT SMIRES 

3) CHARLOTTE SMIRES c1792 Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth Co. 
4) ELIZABETH SMIRES 3 August 1809 Upper Freehold Township, Monmouth Co. 


Documents for this time period are scarce and those that have been found have limited 
information to offer. JOSEPH SMIRES appears twice in the records of the Inferior Court of 
Common Pleas in Monmouth County. The first time is in 1792 and the person is named as 
JOSEPH SMIRES, JUNIOR therefore the assumption is this is our subject. The second entry in 1807 
concerns the father of our subject. In this action, JAMES HANKINSON acting for himself and 
BURNETTS or RESINETTS HANKINSON filed suit for collection of an unpaid debt of £120 against 
JOSEPH SMIRES JUNIOR which to him owes and from him unjustly detained. A Writ was issued to 
the Monmouth County Sheriff to take JOSEPH SMIRES into your safety and present him to the 
Court at Freehold to answer the complaint on the Fourth Tuesday in January April next term. It 
was signed by ELISHA LAWRENCE, Judge on the Frextieth Twenty-Eighth day of Ceteber 
January in +794 1792. * The line-outs indicate the Writ had been prepared originally for the 
Court to sign on 20 April 1791 and the case to be heard in January 1792 but there was a delay 
and the Writ was signed on 28 January 1792 and the case was to be heard in April 1792. Nothing 
else appears in the Court record; perhaps the issue was resolved before the next Court session. 
Property records were consulted because of the large sum of the debt but the research was 
inconclusive; a JAMES HANKINSON had property in Colts Neck seized and sold by the Sheriff in 
1789 but there’s no link to JOSEPH. 

JOSEPH SMIRES appears on the June 1793 Tax Ratable list for Upper Freehold Township. 
This could be the subject or his father. JUSTICE JAMES TAPSCOTT then Married JOSEPH SMIRES 
and NANCY THOMAS and Pronounced them Man and wife on March 20" 1796.° 

JOSEPH died before his father so his bequest of an equal share, i.e. one-third, of the one 
59.45 acre property was divided equally between his two children, with each receiving a one- 
sixth share (one-third divided by 2). 

On the 7" of January, 1819 THOMAS DEBow was granted Letters of Administration for 
the Estate of JOSEPH SMIRES Late of the County of Monmouth by the Surrogate and had to post a 
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bond of $400.00 to his Excellency ISAAC WILLIAMSON, ESQUIRE, ordinary or Surrogate General 
of New Jersey.’ Two others were also appointed to administer the estate at this time: WILLIAM 
THOMAS and RICHARD DEBow but they seem to have had little involvement. An inventory dated 
11 January 1819 for JOSEPH SIRES late of the township of Upper Freehold totals $460.11. It 
includes horses, horned cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, hay, corn, rye, implements of husbandry 
and other belongings amounting to $442.61 plus an unpaid debt owed to the estate for $17.50; it 
does not mention who owed the debt.” Lewis DAY was one of two appraisers; the other was 
named RICHARD, but the surname is almost illegible, but it might be D. Bow. LEwIs DAY was 
also an appraiser of the estate JOSEPH’S father’s estate in the following year. THOMAS DEBOW 
submitted the inventory and a statement certifying its accuracy, signed by the same RICHARD, to 
CALEB LLOYD, Monmouth Surrogate on 27 January 1819.° The Monmouth County Orphan’s 
Court Minutes for the January 1823 term reflects THOMAS DEBoOw making a claim for $93.84 
cents; this was allowed and the estate was settled in the April term of that year. ’ 


Issue: 


1) JOSEPH SmiRES, JUNIOR: sold his '/¢ share in a tract of land inherited from his grandfather 
JOSEPH SMYARS in 1819 to his brother ROBERT on 22 August 1825. JOSEPH married 
MARGARET THOMAS January/February 1826. Their story is continued in a separate section. 


2) ROBERT SMIRES: inherited a '/, share in a tract of land owned by his grandfather JOSEPH 
SMYARS in 1819; he purchased the "6 right of the 59 */199 acre tract left to his brother JOSEPH 
by their grandfather. The deed, dated and recorded 22 August 1825, states he paid $30.00 for 
the tract.® He sold the !/ 3 Share he held in this tract of land to ABRAHAM GEMSON for the same 
amount of money on 12 May 18339. It is in this deed we find the phrase ...a// that he is 
entitled to as one of the heirs-at-law of JOSEPH SMIRES, deceased and also all the share of his 
brother JOSEPH SMIRES...’ The other 4 share holders are not named in the deed and there are 
no deeds showing a sale by his sisters CHARLOTTE and ELIZABETH or their respective 
husbands. That he may have had a wife MARY is only barely hinted at by the fact that a 
MARY SMIRES, insane, who was born around 1815 is found living with JANES SMIRES, the 
widow of ROBERT’S nephew WILLIAM SMIRES in 1870. While this hardly qualifies as proof, it 
could explain why a 45 year old widow would bring a 65 year old widow that was insane into 
her house. 


3) CHARLOTTE SMIRES: married (1) FRANCIS JOHNSON on 14 March 1821 in Upper Freehold 
Township. FRANCIS and CHARLOTTE are no longer married by 1838 as CHARLOTTE married 
(2) JOHN LEMMON on 30 August 1837 in Upper Freehold Township. Possible son: 
a) FRANCIS JOHNSON: born 1826; died 13 March 1892, buried at 1*' Presbyterian 
Churchyard, Shrewsbury, NJ. 


4) ELIZABETH SMIRES: married JOHN NUGENT VANARSDALE (born 1806) 22 November 1828 in 
Upper Freehold Township. ” They lived in Hamilton Township, NJ where ELIZABETH died 20 
July 1889; buried at Groveville United Methodist Cemetery. JOHN died in Yardville in 
Hamilton Township two years earlier on 25 May 1887 (1886?). Buried at Groveville United 
Methodist Cemetery.'' 3 known children: 
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a) JOHN VANARSDALE: born 1833; married JEANETTE WILSON (born 1834; died 14 
December] 894). JOHN was a train conductor and was the engineer on the New York and 
Philadelphia Express Train when it rolled into the Clinton Avenue Depot in Trenton, 
slamming into the parlor car on the Southern Express which hadn’t yet left the depot. 
JOHN died 2 August 1920, Yardville and was buried Groveville United Methodist 
Cemetery. 4 children. 

b) ELIZABETH VANARSDALE: born 1841 

c) DANIEL C. VANARSDALE: born1844; wife’s name MARTHA; died 28 November 1896, 
Neptune, Monmouth County. 1 child. 


Endnotes 


Betty Young, “Smires Family Tree” on Ancestry: http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/13358440/person/-82437678. The index of 
Monmouth County Marriages, Book A states the marriage record is on p. 11, however a thorough review of the digital version 
available on FamilySearch.org of the first 40 pages do not contain the entry. The cause of this absence is not known. 


is) 


Monmouth County Clerk, Archives, Court of Common Pleas (1723-1850) 1818; James Hankinson v Joseph Smires Junior, 
Freehold. Copies of original obtained online through their Open Public Records System at oprs.co.monmouth.nj.us 


Monmouth County Marriages, Book A, p.111; See also GMNJ, 56:2:54. 
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Monmouth County (NJ) Surrogate Court, Letters of Administration, volume A, page 403. 
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Monmouth County Inventories, Volume E, page 230. 


fo) 


Monmouth County Wills, Testaments and Inventories, No. 9322M, Inventory for Joseph Smires, 1819. 


~ 


Monmouth County Orphan’s Court Minutes, volume F, pages 334 and 349, January session 1823; and volume F, page 366, 
April session 1823. 


Monmouth County Deeds, Book K2, page 226, recorded 22 August 1825 
Monmouth County Deeds, Book X3, page 490, recorded 24 July 1839 
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10 Monmouth County Marriages, Book B, p.236; and Trenton Federalist, 15 December 1828, p. 3. 
11 Devlin-Yard Family Tree, Ancestry at: http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/14866131/person/906282736 
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